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JUST MUSING:  

 

Ann didn’t actually giggle, she snorted 

when she laughed. 

 

Ann’s voice seemed more harried than usual.  We had not talked in a while.  Our last 

conversation was dominated by her worries for her growing man-child, Morgan.  She feared 

whether she would be able to successfully guide him through the adventures when boys’ bodies 

and minds itch at the same time.  Ann and I met when I worked on a case in Delaware, her 

father’s firm served as my local counsel.  She was a paralegal in the firm, our friendship 

extended past our work on the case.  She was one of bouncing curls and dancing eyes, spoke in a 

Northeastern manner – shall I dare say a strange accent - all accompanied by a wicked sense of 

humor for life and things.   I generally made it a point to call Ann anytime I travelled back to her 

area, whether I was in Washington, D.C./Baltimore, or Philadelphia/Wilmington.   

Our relationship included Ann extending an invitation to be a guest in her mother’s home 

for a couple of days when I was in Washington, D.C. working.  After my visit, I promised her 

mom I would pay her a visit on my next trip to the area.  I made good my promise when I made a 

surprise visit to Mrs. Schmittinger’s home after attending an award ceremony in D.C. some six 

months later.
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1. William J. Brennan, Jr. Award - Thomas Jefferson Center ... 

tjcenter.org/tj-center-programs/brennan-award 

Brennan Award THE WILLIAM J. BRENNAN, JR., AWARD. ... Anthony Griffin serves as 

a volunteer attorney for the Texas Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union. 

http://tjcenter.org/tj-center-programs/brennan-award/
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Quite unexpectedly, within a short of my intruding into Mrs. Schmittinger’s space, she 

did what mothers do.     

 ―What is your intention with my daughter?‖ 

 ―We’re friends, good friends.‖ 

 She looked in my eyes when I said we were friends, she did not smile, did not frown.  

Her response was as simple as her initial question, ―Don’t give up.‖ 

 ―Don’t give up?  What do you mean, don’t give up?‖ 

 ―Ann can be difficult, don’t give up.‖ 

―No, ma’am, you don’t understand, we’re just good friends.  In fact Ann is involved with 

a doctor at this moment.  I don’t remember his name.‖ 

 

 ―Oh Forrest Gump, did you know I call him Forrest Gump?‖ 

Her reference to a movie character was a character I knew something about.  The 

reference to Ann’s male friend in such a manner was new to me.  I took the reference to not be a 

compliment.  Some references easily flow across generational, racial and regional divides.   

 ―Um-hmm.‖    

 She ran her exceedingly slender fingers through her well-maintained white hair, while 

leaning forward to replenish our tea.  Not another response, not another word on the subject.  The 

only noise was Mother Nature’s gentle breath flowing through the screened-in porch in which we 

shared.   Mrs. Schmittinger ignoring my responses reminded me of my grandmother ignoring me 

when I asked one too many questions as a young boy.  However, my conversation with an 

inquiring parent is not why I muse.  I muse because Ann’s plea and call that day was the same 
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plea and call being resounded throughout the country, a plea, a call which crosses generational,
2
 

racial,
3
 and regional barriers.
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__________________ 

 ―Can you talk to Morgan?’ 

 ―About what?‖ 

 ―I’ll let him tell you the story.‖ 

Even though Ann’s voice reflected a mother’s concerns, her man-child’s voice belied any 

such concern.  Morgan’s voice still carried the resilience of youth, but his voice tone is not what 

reflected his lack of concern.  He openly giggled. 

―We decided to play a joke on another friend.  We hid in the tall grass across the parking 

lot from the restaurant.  We crawled about on the ground trying to get a better view.  We 

were laughing our asses off.  We were there for about forty five minutes waiting for our 

chance to surprise him and the police came up and detained us.‖ 

 

―What did you say?‖ 

He repeated what he said.   I wanted to ask Morgan to repeat again, but I didn’t – I didn’t 

have a chance.  

 ―I told the officer I had a constitutional right.‖ 

                                                           
2
 223 Arrested as Protesters, Police Clash in New York City ... 

abcnews.go.com/US/...york-city-eric-garner-decision/story?id=27383303 

Dec 05, 2014 · Civil rights leaders are hopeful about a forthcoming federal investigation into 

Garner’s death, but said reform is needed. At a news conference in New ... 
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 Berkeley march blocks traffic in third night of protests ... 

article.wn.com/view/2014/12/09/Berkeley_march_blocks_traffic_in... 

Dec 09, 2014 · Demonstrators took to the streets of Berkeley, California for yet another march 

Monday night to protest the ... Police Misconduct Is Fine And Dandy with ... 
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 Ferguson Protests | Photos | The Big Picture | Boston.com 

www.boston.com/bigpicture/2014/08/ferguson_protests.html 

There have been a week of protests, some peaceful and some violent, since the shooting death of 

Michael Brown, an unarmed black teenager by a white police officer in ... 

 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/protesters-police-clash-york-city-eric-garner-decision/story?id=27383303
http://article.wn.com/view/2014/12/09/Berkeley_march_blocks_traffic_in_third_night_of_protests_aga/
http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2014/08/ferguson_protests.html
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 ―You told the officer what?‖ 

―I had constitutional rights; we had not committed a crime.  We had a right to just lay 

there is we wanted.‖ 

 

―Where?‖ 

―Near downtown.‖ 

―How long did you say you and this friend were in the grasses hiding and laughing?   

Time slowed after my question.  The sound on the phone became muted.  My thoughts 

became a jumbled mess.  Morgan continued his I can’t believe any of this posture.  I escaped 

mentally to respond verbally.  I envisioned Ann sitting there fuming over her boy being a boy, 

worrying about his safety and hoping someone else would/could intervene.  I could see her 

curling her curls which her fingers, a mother’s worry.   

Ann called because she knew part of my career path was involvement with police at 

different levels.  I brought suits to balance out police forces to make them more racially and 

sexually diverse. I defended officers in both civil
5
 and criminal litigation,

6
 brought suit for 

officers when I felt their rights had been violated,
7
 and sued officers when I felt the officers’ 
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 Renaye Ochoa and Thom Karlok v. City of Galveston--Appeal ... 

law.justia.com › … › 2009 

Renaye Ochoa and Thom Karlok v. City of Galveston--Appeal from 405th District Court of 

Galveston County Annotate this Case 
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 THOMAS v. GALVESTON COUNTY | Leagle.com 

www.leagle.com/decision/19971116953FSupp163_11085 

... Galveston County, Legal Dept., Galveston, ... Booker T. Joseph, then a deputy at ... 

charges of sexual assault and official oppression. While Joseph's activities ... 

 
7
 Former deputy wins harassment lawsuit - Longview News ... 

www.news-journal.com/news/state/former-deputy-wins-harassment... 

GALVESTON (AP) — A Galveston County jury has awarded more than $550,000 in back pay 

and damages to a former ... News. Local; Police; Public ... Former deputy … 

 

http://law.justia.com/cases/texas/first-court-of-appeals/2009/86441.html
http://law.justia.com/cases/texas/first-court-of-appeals/2009/
http://www.leagle.com/decision/19971116953FSupp163_11085
http://www.news-journal.com/news/state/former-deputy-wins-harassment-lawsuit/article_b16bcff3-0c43-527a-a4bd-c2745a17330e.html
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violated a citizens’ constitutional rights.
8
  A path which also saw me defending citizens,

9
 whom I 

felt were wrongly accused by officers.
10

   All requests were different; all paths taken similar – a 

stab at assuring some semblance of rights.      

Sitting there in my state of muteness, I assumed Ann knew that I knew Morgan didn’t 

appreciate he should not have been conspiring with another, while crawling about rolling in the 

tall grasses, laughing ―their asses off‖ in the dark, for an extended period of time, while waiting 

to surprise their friend.  She wanted someone else to tell him since her man-child – it was clear 

he would not listen to her.  Most of those folks, in Ferguson, New York, Los Angeles, Houston, 

Detroit, Chicago, Berkeley, are not marching because they hate each other or because they hate 

the police.  They are marching because they too know a Morgan who may have made silly 

decisions - decisions which are not punishable by death.  They want to hear their Morgans’ 

voices again.  They want to hear his laugh, his silliness.  More importantly, they want to have the 

ability to pick up the phone, call a friend and have someone else tell their son, father, lover, 

companion he was right or wrong, and still whisper, ―thank God you’re home.‖   
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 130 F3d 162 Spiller v. City of Texas City Police Department 

openjurist.org/.../162/spiller-v-city-of-texas-city-police-department 

CITY OF TEXAS CITY, POLICE DEPARTMENT; State of Texas; ... Anthony P. Griffin, 

Betty Wong, ... She stopped at a pump being used by Spurgeon, ... 
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 Galveston photographer acquitted of interfering with ... 

www.chron.com › News › Houston & Texas 

Dec 08, 2014 · GALVESTON — A Galveston County Daily News photographer has been ... 

the arrest and League City Police Officer ... photographer acquitted of ... 

 
10

 After hung jury, girl won't be retried in police assault ... 

www.chron.com › News › Houston & Texas 

Dec 12, 2014 · The defense accused police of mistaking for a prostitute and beating Dymond 

Larae Milburn, an honors student at Austin Middle School. 
 

http://openjurist.org/130/f3d/162/spiller-v-city-of-texas-city-police-department
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Galveston-photographer-acquitted-of-interfering-1789486.php
http://www.chron.com/news
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/After-hung-jury-girl-won-t-be-retried-in-police-1601070.php
http://www.chron.com/news
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas
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When my muteness ended, I didn’t give my, if you were black speech.  I resisted the urge 

to use words which would cause a greater generational divide, let me tell you what happen to me 

once when I was stopped by the police at 16.  I avoided words which would punctuate the 

difference between North and South - none of that mattered, none of that would have addressed a 

mother’s concerns.   

―You’re right Morgan, you didn’t commit a crime.‖ 

My words caused an immediate reaction in Morgan.  His words told me, and I assume his 

body revealed also, he turned in the directions of his mother, ―I told you I was right.‖  

 ―You do have a constitutional right to be left alone, to linger.‖ 

 With my last words, I assume the man-child’s chest grew bigger.   

―Yeah!‖ 

―But the officer had a right to investigate.  He didn’t choke you, didn’t hit you, didn’t 

shoot you, did he?‖ 

 

 ―No.‖ 

 ―He asked you questions, didn’t he?‖  

 ―Yes.‖ 

―You and your friend answered the questions, produce your identification and he called 

your parents.‖ 

 

 ―Yes.‖ 

 ―All which he should have done; you and your friend did what you should have done.‖   

Instead of arguing, Morgan replied rather succinctly, ―say man thanks.‖  When Ann 

retrieved the phone her voice now possessed the same sureness as her mother’s voice the last 

time she poured tea and inquired of our relationship.   We were separated by time, circumstance 

and distance.  Mother’s Nature’s whisper was not present.      
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―How is Forrest Gump?‖ 

―He’s okay.‖ 

Ann’s response was accompanied by her funny, accented giggle.  Well, I muse too much, 

Ann doesn’t actually giggle, she snorts when she laughs.  Her snorts also aren’t actually 

accented; her snort is a snort.  A universal snort, which may well be worse.    


